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Death  camas  is  the  common  name 
of  several  species  of  plants  that  are 
poisonous  to  livestock.  The  more 
toxic  of  these  species  are  grassy 
death  camas,1  meadow  death 
camas,2  foothill  death  camas,3  and 
Nuttall's  death  camas.4  They  are 
found  principally  in  the  western 
range  States. 

Sheep  are  most  likely  to  be  af- 
fected by  feeding  on  death  camas, 
but  occasionally  cattle  and  horses 


are  affected.  Most  losses  occur  in 
the  spring,  when  green  forage  is 
scarce  and  animals  are  forced  to  eat 
these  toxic  plants. 

Death  camas  contains  one  or  more 
toxic  alkaloids,  which  are  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  plant.  Ani- 
mals are  poisoned  by  eating  toxic 
amounts  of  the  leaves,  stems,  and 
flowers. 

The  plants  are  dangerous  at  all 
times. 


Where  and  When  It  Grows 


Some  species  thrive  on  sandy 
plains,  and  others  in  the  drier, 
rocky  foothill  areas.  The  more 
toxic  species  are  seldom  found 
above  elevations  of  8,000  feet. 

1  Zigadenus  graniineus. 

2  Z.  venenosus. 


The  leaves  appear  early  in  the 
spring,  and  are  soon  followed  by  the 
flower  stalk.  At  higher  elevations, 
the  plants  generally  flower  in  late 
June  and  July. 

3  Z.  paniculatiis. 
i  Z.  nuttallii. 


TN-5 


Death  camas  has  grasslike  leaves  that  grow  from  a  deeply  buried  bulb, 
which  is  odorless.  Its  flowers  are  yellowish  white  and  grow  in  clusters  at 
the  top  of  a  stalk,  which  may  be  4  to  1 8  inches  tall.  The  plant  is  a  perennial 
and  belongs  to  the  lily  family. 


How  It  Affects  Livestock 


Death  camas  may  affect  an  ani- 
mal's nervous  system,  respiration, 
and  heart.  A  100-pound  sheep  may 
die  if  it  eats  y2  to  2  pounds  of  green 
foliage.    The   amount  of  foliage 


that  will  cause  an  animal's  death 
depends  on  the  species  of  plant 
eaten.  Severely  poisoned  animals 
usually  die;  those  less  seriously 
affected  may  recover. 


Symptoms  of 
death  eamas 
poisoning 


1.  Rapid  breathing 

2.  Excessive  salivation 

3.  Nausea 

4.  Weakness  and  staggering 

5.  Convulsions 

6.  Coma 


How  To  Reduce  Livestock  Losses 


Livestock  owners  can  reduce 
losses  by  following  good  manage- 
ment practices:  (1)  Keep  animals 
off  death  camas  ranges  until  ade- 
quate forage  is  available.  (2)  Give 
animals   supplemental   feed.  (3) 


Seed  range  to  nutritious  and 
palatable  vegetation  if  this  is 
practicable. 

There  is  no  effective  treatment  for 
death  camas  poisoning,  and  eradica- 
tion of  the  plants  is  not  practicable. 


Where  To  Obtain  More  Information 


You  can  obtain  more  detailed  in- 
formation on  death  camas  poison- 
ing by  getting  in  touch  with  your 
county  agricultural  agent  or  by 
writing  to  your  State  agricultural 
experiment  station  or  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Con- 


sult your  local  veterinarian  if  you 
have  any  questions  regarding  af- 
fected animals.  Note:  The  map  on 
page  2  shows  areas  where  most  live- 
stock poi soiling  has  been  reported. 
It  is  possible  that -death  camas 
ireas. 


grows  in  othei 
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